[Heterogeneity of ciguatoxins extracted from fish caught in the French Antilles].
Ciguatoxin-like substances were extracted from the viscera or the flesh of eight Caribbean fish species, including small invertebrate feeders and large carnivores. The had similar properties, i.e. pharmacological action, solubility, chromatographic behaviour on silicic acid or Sephadex LH 20 column, stability in a weak acid solution and instability in alkaline medium. However, Florisil column and thin-layer chromatography showed different ciguatoxins whose number depended on tissue or species but not on fish trophic level. Less polar ciguatoxins appeared in salted and dried flesh. Thus, fish ciguatoxins are believed to be closely related substances, possibly changing in structure according to particular experimental conditions.